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__A PAL AND A HOME 
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WHEN you've got a. 
pal, you’ve got-every- 
thing. And there can 
be few chums. who. 
are closer together 
than Joey Deacon and 
Ernie. Roberts (right). 
They have come a long 
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Re-think 
needed — 
on trike — 
THE invalid tricycle is 
a lethal machine, 


heavily criticised by 
the handicapped them- 


Sangster and Tom Blackburn, 

_ they can live as a team with 
the “minimum of supervision 
from. nursing staff. 

Plans are well in hand to 
build’ a bungalow © in ~ the 
grounds of St  Lawrence’s 
Hospital, Caterham, for them. 
Tt will be the forerunner of 
Several more for other patients. 
‘And thanks to a generous 
donation from Dutch tele- 


of Joey’s book ‘Tongue 
- Tied” which tells the story 
of his life in a hospital for 
the mentally handicapped. 
R ‘Now they are pioneering a 
hew form of care for people 
_. in~ long” stay hospitals, by 
demonstrating that together 

~ . with two other pals, Michael 


vision Viewers, the dream is 
nearing reality... 
Below, the now famous tea 
who — co-operated to write 
Joey’s book, pictured with 
Dr Geoffrey Harris; consultant 
psychiatrist at the hospital, 
who encouraged them in their 


- work, 


Full report, page 7. 


selves. 

But the campaign 
against the trike, and 
Government decisions. 
resulting from _ this 
have had 
the effect of depriving 


a large number of 
handicapped people of 
their only means of 


| 
| 
/ 
| 
| campaign, 
| 
| 
/ 


= 


as the winner. 

He or she will re- 
ceive a silver cup and 
_ £250. Second and third 
prize winners will re- 
_ ceive cheques for £25 
and £15. All runners- 


up will receive £5 
premium bonds and 
_ medals. The prize 
money was kindly 


donated by J. H. Dew- 


hurst, the butchers. 

__ The nine handicapped 
finalists include: 

-® A man who lives a 
rich and interesting life 
Serving his fellows. 

® A woman who looks 
after her family single 
handed as well as run- 
Ming a riding school for 
disabled children. 
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of courage: 

NINE spastic men and women, nominated for 
the courageous way they have overcome their 
handicaps, were selected as finalists in The 
Spastics Society’s 5th Achievement of the Year 
Award. They were due to travel to The Spastics 


Society’s London headquarters on Wednesday, 
_ March 2, to hear which of them has been chosen 


“time fund 


® A man who, despite 
severe limitations of 
schooling, has tenaci- 
ously rehabilitated him- 
self. 

@® A man who received 
the MBE for his services 
to rural cottage indus- 
tries. 

®@ A_ disabled woman 
who only learned to walk 
in her teens, yet is now 
taking a degree course. 
@® A severely handi- 
capped girl who was one 
of the first handicapped 
students at Durham 
University. 

@ A_ disabled woman 
who spends all her spare 
raising for 
charities. 

® A man, who despite 
being wrongly con- 


PRIME Minister, James 
Callaghan, promised in the 
House of Commons to try 
to find a way of helping 
charities hit by the new 
National Insurance — sur- 
charge. Concern over this 
additional levy was first 
voiced at The Spastics 
Society’s AGM. 

_ It is estimated that the 


demned to a mental insti- 
tution for 30 years, has 
shown amazing powers 
of resourcefulness. 

® A young man who 
was told that working 
would be ‘out of the 


A GREAT moment for 
Timothy Richards, 16, of 
Sutton Valence School, 
after winning a freestyle 
event at the national spas- 
tics swimming gala. Report 
and more pictures on 
page 3. 


PM will try 


two per cent increase on 
the employers’ National 
Insurance contributions 
would cost the Society an 
extra £93,000 gross each 
year—money which could 
otherwise be used in direct 
aid to spastic people. 

‘Mr Callaghan — said on 
February 15 he was studying 
the problem after meeting a 


win top accolade 


question’ because of his 


handicaps, yet who 
successfully holds down 
a job. 


The panel of judges who 
were chosen because they them- 
selves have successfully over- 
come disability are: Lord 
Crawshaw, 43-year-old presi- 
dent of the Leicester Associa- 
tion for the Disabled; Norman 
Croucher, the 35-year-old 
mountaineer who lost both 
legs; Corbet Woodall, once 2 
television newsreader who is 
crippled with arthritis; and 
Ann Darnbrough, who is the 
assistant general secretary of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 


A 12-year-old girl, who is | 


spastic, yet, with no thought 
for herself, ran into the road 
to save a two-year-old boy 
from being run over, will also 
be rewarded with a special 
prize from The _ Spastics 
Society’s Director, James Lor- 
ing. She is Susan Flanagan, of 
Beaumont Street, Liverpool. 
Runner-up in this award is 
22-year-old Yvonne Berry, of 
Haven Park Drive, Haverford- 
west, who, despite being edu- 
cationally subnormal, has 
achieved a great deal by her 
courage and determination. 
Yvonne will receive a £5 Pre- 
mium Bond. — Both girls will 
receive medals. 

Full report and pictures of 
the Achievement Award cere- 
mony in next month's issue. 


charities. 


against tax. 


Mr Callaghan added that he 
had been impressed by their 
undoubted difficulties and was 


anxious to find a way of meet- 
ing them which did not involve 
a great deal of expenditure. 


- Goplaces 
with 


“Dea, oo 


a a E 


delegation from churches and 
The representatives 
urged that the National Insur- 
ance surcharge should not be 
imposed on non-profit-making 
organisations, particularly since 
they could neither pass the 
surcharge on nor set if off 


mobility. 

| — So writes James Lor- 
| ing, Director of The 
| Spastics Society. In a 
| hard-hitting article on 
! | page 6, he calls on Mr 
| Alfred Morris, Minister - 
| for the Disabled, to 
| ‘think again.’ 

| 

j 
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Doll collapsed 
— to a record ? 


A TOTAL of £313 was col- 
lected from a ‘Spastics Doll’ 
placed outside a Middlesbrough | 
shop. The box — a model of 
a smali girl — collapsed under 
the weight of the cash. Cleve 
land Spastics Society thinks 
this may be a record, unless, 
as they say on “‘That’s Life, 
you know differently. 
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Newton brings you a range of modern ultra lightweight 
wheelchairs with a long list of practical new features, 
Construction in aluminium alloy defeats rust, and weighs 
less than 30 Ibs. P,V.C. upholstery is tough and easily 
cleaned, Quickly detachable 20" wheels, side panels 
and footrests allow easy stowage in most car boots. 


To go places, write now for details of the Newton manual 
and motorised range and discover what advanced. 
technology can do for you, 


NAL 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


You will love a Newton, 


A 


‘Newton Aids Ltd 


Dept. N9/SN 


2a Conway Street, London WIP SHE 


Telephone: 01-637 5962 


When only the best will do~ go Newton. 
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— «£7, /000-plus 


__ from groups 
for help 


to families 
LOCAL groups of The 
Spastics Society are con- 
. tinuing fo give generous 
_ support to the Family Ser- 
vices and Assessment 
Centre at Fitzroy Square. 


During 1976 a total . of. 
£7,620 was donated by 78 . 


local groups. 


The sum of £500 was given 
by both Folkestone and Dis- - 


trict Spastics Society and the 
Weston and District Society 
for Spastic and Mentally 
Handicapped and other 
amounts ranged down to £10. 

The South East Regional 
Fund contributed £3,500 and 
the East Regional Fund £3,000 
towards. the overall deficit of 
Fitzroy Square. There was a 

_ further donation from the 
South East for ramming costs 
of the Social Work and Em- 
ployment Department and the 
London Region gave £3,000 for 
the same purpose. 

Staff at Fitzrey Square also 
ran a successful funch hour 
fair which raised a total of 
£920 for the centre. — 


‘Society was 


her life’ 


PARENTS and relatives of 
spastic people were saddened 
at the death on February 23 
of Miss Ursula Ballance, who 
was a social worker for The 
Spasties Society for 15 years. 
She will be remembered with 
affection by families through- 


out the East Region where . 


she was regional social worker 
- for many years. 

Miss Ballance, who was in 
her early 50°s, died at Cam- 
bridge as the result of a 
serious illness. 

‘The Society was her life,” 
said Miss Margaret: Morgan, 


Head of Personal Services for § 


the Society... “Many~ people 
have been in touch with us 


asking if we have any plans | 


to mark Miss Ballance’s work, 


and it is likely that we will | 


inaugurate a small memorial 
fund in her name which will 
be used in some way which 


we feel would have pleased | 


her.’ 


Access only partial 
for museum visitors 


MANY museums and = art 
galleries now display the “Dis- 
abled Access’ sign. But how 


accessible are these buildings 
in practice? Two disabled 
people, one in a wheelchair, 
the other walking with diffi- 
culty, decided to visit their 
local art gallery. Although 
it had the access sign, it soon 
became obvious that this was 
meant for parties of disabled 
visitors rather than people 


{ calling casually as members of 


the public. 

The couple were unable to 
visit the main galleries on the 
upper floor. They discovered 
afterwards that there was a 
service lift which they could 
have used but there was noth- 
ing to indicate its presence. 
They also had problems visit- 
ing the restaurant and toilets. 

‘One way’ and . another, 


FPOLLOWING a report in last 
month’s issue about a Black- 
_ pool mother’s fight to gain 
“concessionary bus fares for the 
disabled, Bromiley Health 
Department has told Spastics 
News that disabled people in 
this London borough pay the 
same reduced fares as senior 
citizens. 

Blackpool, Fylde and Dis- 


For Quick, Safe Removals call in the Experts ... 


TRANSPORT 


SOUTH BENFLEET 2352 


ESTABLISHED 1935 


WORLDWIDE 


REMOVALS 


. STORAGE 


GENERAL HAULAGE 


Anywhere 


© Any Time ® 


Estimates Free 


Fully Insured 


32 GRASMERE ROAD, THUNDERSLEY, 
BENFLEET, ESSEX 


SN 42°20 


trict Spastics Group is trying 


reported the couple, ‘our visit 
seemed to draw a lot of atten- 
tion. Despite the disabled 
access sign it was evident that 
the staff were surprised to see 
a wheelchair there. Certainly 
the effort involved seems likely 
to deter any but the most 
determined and thick-skinned 
person from visiting.’ 

Their story is told in a 
book, ‘Museums and the 
Handicapped,’ discussed at a 
Leicester University seminar. 
As well as dealing with 
mobility problems the seminar 
examined the needs of the 
mentally handicapped, the 
blind and the deaf. 

The book is available from 
the Leicestershire Museums) 
Art Galleries. and Records. 
Service, 96 New Walk, 
Leicester, LE] 6TD. It costs 
£1 OSp, including postage and 
packing. 


Bus fares fight — 


to obtain the same concessions 
(In its own area. One of its 
members, Judith Crawshaw, 30, 
is too disabled to work yet 
not sufficiently disabled to 
qualify for the mobility allow- 
ance. 

Her mother, a keen worker 
for the local spastics’ group, 
organised a petition which 
was signed by 600 people and 
presented to Mr Peter Blaker, 
MP for Blackpool Soul at 


MR Ken Gardner (centre 
leit), Chairman of 
Northampton and County 
Spastics Society, presents a 
| cheque for £1,540 to Mr R. 
Ingram, warden of Hamp- 
ton House, The Spastics 
Society’s Adult House Unit 
at Northampton. Looking 
on are (standing, left to 
right) Mrs R. Lloyd, Mr R. 
Lioyd, Chairman of the 
Friends of Hampton 
House, Mrs Ingram and 
Mr Derek Pownall, a resi- 
dent. Seated are two more 
residents, Angela Colin 
and Nigel Fisk. The local 
group’s gift will probably 
‘be used to provide a charg- 
ing bay where the residents’ 
electric wheelchairs can be 
re-charged every night. 
The presentation took place 
at a coffee evening organised 
by the Friends of Hampton 
House to raise funds for a 
party for the residents. The 
proceeds for the — evening 
amounted te £220 and Mr R. 
Lloyd, . announced that some 
of this moncy would go 


towards equipment for a gym- | 


nasium at the centre. Also 
present at the coffee evening 
was Mr Michael Stopford, 
Head of Centres for The 
Spastics Society. In a speech 
to fellow guests,-he said that 
handicapped people should 
have a chance to follow their 
individual interests but often 
needed help to do this. He 
added that residents living in a 
centre should be consulted on 
major decisions about the run- 
ning of their home. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Northampton Chronicle 
and Echo. 


MARKETERS AND 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


Amoco (U.K.) Lid 


1 Olympic Way 
Wembley, Middx 


Tel: O01 902 8820 
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ampaign need 


for handicapped 


seeking jobs 


ARTHUR CARR, the man who devotes his life 
to helping disadvantaged people find jobs, has 
called for a re-examination of Government 


policies 
handicapped. 

A new document, 
‘Employment for the 
Disabled — a New 


Direction, has been 
published . by Carr's 
Rehabilitation and 


Employment Advisory 
Service. It states: “A 
campaign is necessary 
to enable the disabled 
and ‘handicapped to 
participate in creating 
a really worthwhile 
and beneficial rehabili- 


tation service.” 

Speaking at a Press Con- 
ference to launch the docu- 
ment, Mr Carr urged the 


The good 
ship Ajax 


MISS M. Ridley, Principal 
of the Plymouth Spastics 
Centre, receives a cheque 
for £1,000 from Captain 


R. Squires of HMS Ajax. 


The money was raised by 


the ship’s company during 


the past year. 
Picture by courtesy of 
- Western Morning News. 


on work and 


BROMLEY-LANGTON 
ELECTRIC WIRE & INSULATOR 
COLID 


Manufacturers of 


VARNISHED INSULATING SLEEVING 
ELECTRICAL INSULATED WIRES 


of every description. 


COPPER BRAIDS AND CORDS 


to any specification. 


OXFORD AVENUE 

TRADING ESTATE 

| SLOUGH 
Telephone : SLOUGH 24017-9 


training for Britain's 


physically disabled and 
those unable to — find 
employment following 
treatment for mental. ill- 
ness to form self-help 
groups all over the country. 

Mr Carr criticised the pres- 
ent quota system which obliges. 
large firms to employ at least 
three per cent disabled 
workers. He said: ‘This doesn’t 
mean more jobs for the dis- 
abled; only more people with 
minimal handicaps (such as 
one finger missing) being regis- 
tered.’ ‘He called for a system 
like that used in other Euro- 
pean countries where financial 
levies are imposed on firms 
not employing the statutory 
number of disabled workers. 

His document proposes 
greater co-operation between 
Government and employers so 
that firms could be given 
capital grants based on the 
number of disabled employed. 

The Government itself, the 
document points out, has a 
poor record of employing dis- 
abled people. The nationalised 
industries, for example, are 
legally obliged to meet the 
three pér cent ‘quota in the 
same way as the private 
sector. Yet none of those 
authorities for which figures 
are available employ the 
required number of disabled 
workers. 


Top salesman. 


ONE of The Spastics Society's — 


most indefatigable workers. 
Mr John Bonser, of Gorton, 
Manchester, can claim some- 


thing of a record, for when the — 
Office 
held their first-ever competition 
John sold £33.50 worth of -tic-— 


North-West Regional 


kets —- more than anyone else. 


PETERBOROUGH and Dis 
trict Spastics Society has made 


donations totalling £1400 to 
schools and centres connected 
with the handicapped. 


A SPONSORED beer-drinking 


contest raised ' £450. for the 
North | Staffordshire Spastic 
Association. Two men and « 
girl from the Penkhull Institute. 
of Sunday Tipplers took part. — 
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Best ever’ swi 


a THE 1977 national spas- 
z tics swimming gala was 
“_ described as the most 
2 successful yet by the 
 Society’s Physical Educa- 
F tion Adviser Mr Arthur 
Edwards. ‘It ran like 
clockwork,’ he said. ‘The 
organisation was superb. 

‘This was largely due to 
the fact that we cut out 
many of the small non- 
standard events.’ 

Mr Edwards said he had 
noticed a marked improve- 
ment in standards at this 
year’s event. Some com- 

_petitors who had been un- 
- able to enter the water 
unaccompanied in _ pre- 
vious galas, were swim- 
ming the length of the 
swimming pool entirely on 

their own. 
ak: More than 150 handi- 
_. capped people took part in 
the gala which was at the 
Robinson Pool, Bedford, 
on January 29. Competi- 
tors travelled from as far 
away as Scotland to take 
part. Events were kept as 


al 


LEFT: The winner of |THE champs! Sutton Valence School team collect their 
the two lengths freestyle 
event, Anne Trotman, 24, 
takes a well-earned rest in Spastics Society Executiye Council member Ian Dawson- 


nga ee ie yi Shepherd. . The team, left to right, are Audrey Whit- 
3 s 


© lose as possible to ASA from Broadstones Hostel, ¢ombe, Timothy Richards, David Moore and Royston 
rules. : BR alesis Birmingham. ; 
; Said - Mr Edwards: . 7 etek & Ratcliffe. 


‘Swimming is a wonderful BELOW: Just an arms 
; _ Sport for spastics because length from victory in the 


in the water they are able one Jength freestyle event is 
to experience the freedom Anthony Honour, 18, of the 
of movement that their 


handicaps deny them in Society’s Thomas Delarue 
| _ everyday life.’ School, Tonbridge. 


cup after winning the medley race. It is presented by 


PAULINE Monzani gets a 4 HELPING hand for Nigel Beames, 18, of the National 
few helpful tips from her 


mother. Mrs Andree Mon- Star Centre, Cheltenham, after winning the two widths 
’ ; . ; 
zani. with aids event. 


DO YOU eat, read, watch TV, 
sitting up, relaxed and 
blissfully comfortable ? 


TRIPILLOW USERS DO! 


For full details of the TRIPILLOW and 


other new products, send us your coupon 
NOW. 


To: TRIPILLOW, 
CONCRAIG HOLDINGS LTD, 
55 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1. 


MR/MRSIMISS .. 2. nti eeeeee 
ADDRESS: ~ arte cn 


sen teeee 
terete 


sia de tscee ch dhsaoagn bucsah sd OPo> | Gs OEE Oak eebamea 
Tel: 01-839 4216/7 


A HUSBAND and wife team at the gala were Jean and FIRST in the freestyle 
Anthony Stratford, who liye at the Society’s Broadstones — event was Lilian Rae from 
Hostel, Birmingham, West Lothian, 
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Week 


conference 


THE Spastics Society is now 
one of seven charities taking 
part in Friendship Week for 
sick and handicapped children. 
The week is organised annually 
te focus attention on the par- 
ticular needs of these children 
and their families. 

Highlight of the week will 
be a conference on ‘The 
Family and Handicap — the 
Multi-Disciplinary Approach 
to Support Services,’ at the 
Royal College of Surgeons on 
June 14. 

Conference chairman is to be 
Dr F. S. W. Brimblecombe, 
consultant paediatrician in 
charge of the important Honey- 
Jands project at Exeter; which 
helps parents care for severely 
handicapped children at home. 

Further details from the con- 
ference secretary, Friendship 
Group of Charities, 3 Tottern- 
hoe Close, Kenton, Middlesex 
{te} 01-907 3024 and 01-730 
9891). 


grant for council 


FHE Voluntary Council for 
Handicapped Children is to get 
a Government grant of £10,000 
a year. 

This was announced by the 
Minister for the Disabled, Mr 


Alfred Morris, in the Commons. 


Mr Morris added that his 
department was providing a 
further £7,000 to help with the 
printing and distribution of the 
council’s first publication, 
‘Help Starts Here.’ 


published 


PAPERS read at Naidex 776 

Conference in Brighton have 
now been published in book 
form. Topics include “The 
Return to Work After Dis- 
ablement,’ “Towards Integra- 
tion, ‘Ways of Improving 
Employment, ‘Opportunities 
for Disabled People,’ ‘Holidays 
for the Socially Unacceptable,’ 
‘Active Holidays for the 
Handicapped.’ 

Copies are available, price 
£9.50 (including postage and 
packing) from Naidex Conven- 
tions Ltd, Temple House, 36 
High Street, Sevenoaks, Kent 
TN 13 1JG. 

Th Naidex ‘77 Conference 
and Exhibition will be held at 
the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s New Hall, Greycoat 
Street, Westminster, London 


| SW1, from November 9 to 12. 
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Income, inflation, 


YOUNG offenders in the 
Swindon area have made 
a day bed for spastic 
patients at Burderop Hos- 
pital, as part of a commun- 
ity service order. 
Severely handicapped 
patients used to lie on 
mattresses on the ward 
floor during the day but 
with the new bed they will 


: be able to keep warm and 
> see what is going on. 


Materials for the bed, 
costing about £80, were 
given by the hospital's 
League of Friends. 

Commented one of the 


Helped others, now — 
new look at life 
: 


young carpenters: ‘It’s 
given me a completely 
fresh outlook on life hav- 
ing seen people in this sort 
of plight.’ 

Pictured at the handing- 
over ceremony are (left fo 
right) George Gadd, unit 
nursing officer, Denis King- 
ston, unit administrator, 
Keith Mitchell, John Gale 
and Antony Western who 
made the bed, Mrs Noreen 
Drever, ward sister and Mr 


Juan Vidal, charge nurse. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Evening Advertiser, 
Swindon. 


and priorities 


By Michael Brophy, Chief Fund Raising Executive of The Spastics Society 


THE Spastics Society has 
annual deficits of about 
£4 million each year. Yet 
say the word ‘fundraising’ 
slowly and then pause. 

Fundraising ..y 

Reactions to the word seem 
to vary greatly. The word, let 
alone the concept, seems 
enough to make some people 
reach for their ear defenders. 
Yet it is just as important an 
activity to The Spastics Society 
as exporting goods is for the 
Government. 

I believe we need to pro- 
mote urgently the respect- 
ability, necessity, and enjoy- 
ment of fundraising through- 
out the Society. Great efforts 
and very successful efforts are 
being made every day by a 


GOOD NEWS 
=| for SPASTICS 


BEC PORTABLE ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
CATER FOR YOU | 


With a BEC Standard Control box, you can handle 
a BEC portable electric wheelchair. 


{t's easy to use... . and it means ‘independence’. 
~ He? BEC ‘Standard Control’ box gives a fixed, constant speed 
—_ when the joystick is pushed forward. So it’s a 
positive help in cases of spasticity or strokes 
where co-ordination is difficult. 
To help further, BEC wheelchairs 
are available with left or right- 
hand ‘Standard Control’ boxes. 


See how a BEC ‘Standard 
Control’ box can bring 
independence to hand, 


from 


L215 wusvax 


FREE FROM V.A.T. WITHA 
DOCTOR'S CERTIFICATE 


a 
a 
H 
PROPORTIONAL CONTROL 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 


Complete the coupon for full details of 
SEA Br RO the BEC portable electric wheelchair range. 


BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. \A 
103, Stourbridge Road, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 3UB. 


Tel: 021- 7326 
CJ Piease send brochures and price list, ee 
CJ Please arrange for demonstration (without obligation}, 
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great number of people. Yet 
increasingly groups or centres 
are losing out on the equation: 
expenditure equals income 
available. 

Is exhorting everyone con- 
cerned with helping spastic 
people enough? Or will the 
albeit reluctant drift towards 
relying more on The Spastics 
Society’s national fundraising 
schemes become an avalanche? 

Perhaps it is time for a bit 
of hard thinking about the role 
of the national Society and 
the role of all that goes to 
make it up. What should each 
bit have as its priority? Is the 
Society a safety net or does it 
have its own job to do? Its 
own priorities? 


Pioneering 


At present the Society must 
have money to meet two needs: 
recurring costs and non-recur- 
ring costs. These are not quite 
synonymous to the running of 
existing establishments on the 
one hand and pioneering new 
projects on the other. But it 
is nearly a true comparison 
and, notwithstanding the fees 
from local authorities, nearly 
all ‘Society’ and group centres 
have recurring deficits. 


Suppose the Society said to 
everybody running an establish- 
ment which has a recurring 
deficit — and that includes all 
the national schools and 
centres — ‘you are recurring 
costs; you look after your own 


‘PREGNANCY 
TESTS 


British Pregnancy Advisory Service is 
a hon-profit. making registered 
Charitable Trust, 


Birmingham 021-643 146} 
Brighton, 0273 509726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 
Chester 0244 27113 

Leeds 0532 443861 
Liverpool 051-227 372) 
London 01-222 0985 
Manchester 061-236 7777 
Sheffield 0742 738326 


THE DONINGTON COLLECTION | 


problems because if you don’t 
the Society cannot pioneer new 


projects.” What would hap- 
pen? 

Well... 

First, it would release funds 
so. that the Society could 


pioneer much more actively 
than it does today. For 
example, our contribution to 
research is only a very small 
percentage of outgoings. 

Second, lots of people would 
go for their knuckle dusters as 
well as their ear plugs, 


First law 


Third, the Society would 
have to be very clear how 
much is being devolved and 
retain control of curricula and 
standards. 

But there is no doubt about 
it that money is most easily 
raised inversely according to 
the square of the distance from 
the need, My first law. 

My second law is that the 
most satisfaction is found 
among those who have most 
responsibility. So raise money 
for x, y and z at x y and z and 
those there will be happier. 

To do this you give centres 
more autonomy, even allow 
them to have company status 


THE NEW 


with 


Fine things are found at 


and collect directors from their 
immediate vicinity to run their 
affairs as a board. 

But it would release a great 
chunk of the Society income, 
which like group income is not 
quite keeping pace with infia- 
tion, for real pioneering. Not 
just research but pioneering 
across many fields. 


When the Society says to me 
‘we must have more money 
next year, I look at all our 
plans and possibilities and they 


‘look good. They are rational 


and national and show quite a 
steep increase in income. But 
then I apply 25 per cent infla- 
tion for 1975, 18 per cent for 
1976 and project 15 per cent 
minimum for 1977 and 10 per 
cent for 1978 (which may be 
very optimistic), and I realise 
that in REAL TERMS we are 
losing ground. 


So my easiest solution is to_ 


say: Collect more money. at 
source, : 


My division at Society HQ 


then goes all out for national 


schemes and _ providing the 
necessary technical and profes- 
sional know-how for any centre 
or group which asks for it. 
But .cach unit exists or not 


on its own ability to fundraise. 


FINNIGAN’S 


OF WILMSLOW 


Tel: WILMSLOW 25381 


FINNIGAN’S TAVERN 


Licensed Restaurant 


Open each evening Monday to Saturday 
until midnight 


AMPLE FREE PARKING | 
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Leyland Historic Vehicles | 


BRITAIN’S MOST RESPECTED MOTOR MUSEUM 


The world’s largest collection of racin 

over 70 exhibits tracing the heritage of 

There’s something for everyone — racing cars, fire en 
rollers, veteran and vintage cars and bikes. 


g cars has now been joined by | 3 
British Leyland from 1898-1970. 


gines, steam 


There’s a cafeteria and gift shop, too, 
COACH PARTIES WELCOME 


Full Details — DERBY 810048 
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Care centre closes, but work goes 


ON July 31 the Dudley 
and District Spastics 
Group will officially 
close the doors on the 
Highfield Road Day 
Care Centre which it 
opened over 18 years 
ago. 

Running costs of 
the old wooden former 
school building atten- 
ded by nine spastics 
have reached a massive 
£5,000 a year, making 
the expenses prohi- 
bitive. 


Group founder 


Among the spastics being 
found alternative work 
centre places is Norma 
Horton, 35, whose late 
father, Joseph, was one oi 
the founders of the Dudley 
group and was behind the 
centre’s opening. 
~ Mrs Doreen Richardson 
has been the principal of 
the centre for. nearly nine 
years, ‘Everyone.is upset at 
the closure, of course,’ she 
explained. “Friends knew 
we were in financial diffi- 
culties. In fact we’ve been 
drawing on capital for 
some years now to Keep the 
place going, but people 
were still surprised at the 
news. One or two came 
forward with offers of help 
but by then everything was 
too far advanced.’ 


Full time now 


The decision to close was 
taken by the group about a 
year ago, but parents were 
officially notified in Septem- 
ber. Now the two local 
authorities concerned, Dudley 
and Sandwell, are finalising 
places for the spastics in their 
area. 

Mrs Richardson. said: 
“They've been very good. 
Norma and Judith Hampion. 
35, have been coming to High- 
field ever since it started, but 
for some years they have 
been attending the Dudley 
Adult Training Centre on a 
part-time basis, two to three 
days. a week. Now they will 
go full time. 

‘We're not getting new 
spastics coming to us because 
the local authorities are taking 
over the responsibility and also 
provide better facilities. 


For further detaiss contact 


Designed to teach children to walk ron gh 3 all stages 
of development. Fully adjustable. Made in two sizes. 


‘They have purpose-built 
centres and with brand-new 
equipment. We are just. an 
old sthool building made of 
wood and we have constant 
problems with vandals. We're 
set im our own grounds, but 
there are people all around us 
—how they don’t hear a dozen 
glass windows being broken at 
a time [ don’t understand. No 


one has ever been caught, 

‘At one time we used to 
dread coming in in the morn- 
ing simply because we knew 
we'd be faced with clearing 
up broken glass before we 
could get the children out of 
the mini-bus. Now the coun- 
cil has put up a high chain- 
link fence which has helped a 
bit but it’s not high enough 


to stop glass bottles being 
lobbed. over, so the playground 
is always covered with broken 
glass to be swept up. 

‘A couple of weeks ago we 
were broken into yet again— 
obviously they wére searching 
for money which we never 
leave around, because nothing 
was taken, but they did use the 
staff room as a toilet. 


Buliseye worth£50 


THE Lenihan brothers, of 

Huddersfield, hit the bulls- 
eye recently at the Wool- 
sack public house, Lock- 
wood, when they raised £50 


for the local  spastics 
society. They won a chal- 


lenge darts match against 
the Allen brothers from 
Barnsley. 

Pictured, leit to right, are 
the triumphant Lenihans, 
Vincent and Alf; Mr John 


Smith, landlord of the 
Woolsack; Mick, Tony and 
Dominic. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Huddersfield Daily 
Examiner. 


Party games, music 
and a gala tea 


ST Albans Spastics Society held 
a successful party for the 30 
handicapped children that 
they help. plus 50 members of 


their families. The party, 
which included a gala tea. 
music and games. cost £90 


from group funds. 


Amesbury 
PONTYGWINDY ESTATE, CAERPHILLY, 
MID-GLAM 
Telephone: 0222 867211 


Allowance. 


This is a benefit to help those 
who are unable (or almost unable) 
to walk. Itis up to you how you use 
the Mobility Allowance to help your 
child get out and about. 3 


You should claim now if your 
child is aged 5 or over (i.e. ifhe or 
she was born before 14.4.72) 


Severely disabled adults up to 
the age of 50 who have not claimed 
already should do so immediately. 
Others under pension age will 


qualify later. 


Fillin the coupon so that we 
can send you leaflet NI.211 which 
includes a claim form and tells you 
more about the scheme. Or you can 
ask at your local Social Security office. 


lf you have a severely disabled 
boy or girl aged 5 or over, he or she 
may qualify for £5-a-week Mobility 


c- 


Please send me a copy of leaflet Ni. 211 about Mobility Allowance. i 


‘It’s perfectly obvious that 
this is a centre for spastics— 
the name is up on a board but 
it doesnt make any difference.’ 


The Spastics Society origin- 
ally provided the centre with 
a substantial grant but this 
ceased some years ago. In a 
letter to the local press, the 
Socrety’s Director, James Lor- 
ing, enlarged on the reasons 
for closing the centre. 


‘It is true that, due te eur 
own financial problems, we 
have in recent years had to 
reduce and finally withdraw 
autematic grants from lecal 
group centres. However, 
where a local spasties centre is 
in danger of closure and there 
is no other provision avaikrble 
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on 


we do endeavour, 
possible, to provide financial 
assistance either directly or 
through Regional Funds. 

‘The Dudiey Group were 
aware of this and consequently 
took the decision that as local 
authority provision was new 
available they would do better 
to divert their charitabic 
income towards  previding 
much-needed help for spastic 
people and their families im 
their own homes. I hope very 
much, therefore, that the lecal 
community will continue te 
give full swpport to the Dudley 
and District Spastics Group 
who wish to continue their 
work of helping some of the 
country’s most severely handi- 
capped people.’ 


x 


whenever 


Aid kit from J Japan that 


will fit any car 


IT looks as if the Japanese are the first off the starting 
grid with a special car for disabled people. 

Hard on the heels of news that the invalid tri-car is 
to be phased out, Honda have roared out of the pits with 
their Techmatic. It’s an adapted four seat Civic 1200, and 
the controls can be altered to suit individual handicaps. 
And the Techmatic controls will fit into virtually any car. 

The Techmatic kit includes a control arm, accelerator 


lever, hand brake lever and special steermg knob. 
£153.06 complete, although items can be bought 


cost? 
individually. 


The 
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[ To 6 Mobility Allowance Unit, DHSS, Norcross, Blackpool FY5 3TA | 
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issued by the Department of Health and Social Security. 
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ANTHONY Hacker and Janice Hancock. 


Club scores double 


in romance stakes 


IT’S second time around for 
the London °62 Club. When 
secretary Janice Hancock and 
chairman Anthony Hacker 
announced their engagement, 
they were following in the foot- 
steps of a previous secretary 
and chairman, Mary and Peter 
West, who met and married 
through the club. 


They join dozens of other 
couples who have become en- 
gaged after meeting at °62 
Clubs. Janice and Anthony 
celebrated their engagement at 
a party for about 70 of their 


friends, held at The Spastics 
Society London headquarters. 


So far they have not 
announced a. marriage date. 


They hope to settle the accom- 
modation problem first. 


Janice and Anthony have 
worked hard to organise events 
and outings for the London °62 
Club. Spastics News readers 
may remember them for their 
efforts in spearheading a cam- 
paign to persuade the BBC to 
allow severely disabled people 
ta join studio audiences, 


Trikes: 
which 


put rig 


ht 


FOR a preat many years the invalid tricycle has 
been a cause of war between the organisations 


representing 
Governments. 


the handicapped 
The situation is further exacer- 


and various 


bated by a failure amongst voluntary bodies 
concerned with disability to agree amongst 


themselves. 

The latest statistics pub- 
lished in Hansard indicate 
that the number of acci- 
dents to 21,000 cars in one 
year was approximately 
4,900, and the total num- 
ber of injuries and deaths, 
556. The invalid tricycle 
is, therefore, a lethal 
machine, and it has been 
heavily criticised by the 
handicapped themselves. 

It was thought for some 
years that a suitable alternative 
would be a four-wheeler, which 
if it were a Government issue 
would be free of purchase tax, 
as is the trike, and it would 
cost very litth more. Some 
declare that it would cost less; 
a great variety of modifications 
are possible. 

However, one of the major 
objections to the four-wheeler 
was that it could carry pas- 
sengers and that the handi- 
capped could take out their 


Flying when youre disabled 


What sort of facilities can you expect at the airport? 
Do you need to give advance notice of your requirements? 
What is the best way to get to the airport? . 

Our free leaflets set out the facts, answer your questions. 
They're there to help you, so we'll be only too glad to send 
you all the copies you need. Please write to Airport Services, 


British Airports Authority, 2, Buckingham 
Gate, London SWIE 6JL—naming the 
airports you're interested in. 


British 


Airports 


Heathrow. Gatwick. Stansted. Edinburgh. Glasgow. Prestwick. Aberdeen. 
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| alternative means of 


| withdrawal 
| However, a most vital subject 


friends and relatives and even 
be driven by them. 

This, it was said, would 
make it far more attractive 
than the trike and the demand 
for the cars would be more or 
less insatiable. The answer to 
this was that if there were a 
very careful system of screen- 
ing of applicants the issue of 
free four-wheelers’ could be 
kept within reasonable bounds. 


It was around these areas 
of dispute that the two sides 
pitched their tents and for 
years the battle waged. In 
April 1972 a Committee of 
Inquiry under Baroness Sharp 
was set up and the report pre- 
sented in March, 1974, recom- 
mended that trikes should be 
replaced by converted cars but 
that eligibility should be res- 
tricted to those who needed 
them for. work, for full-time 


education and for essential - 


errands, 


It was rejected by a num- 
ber of organisations involved 
with mobility. The objection 
was that it was too obvious a 
discrimination in favour of 
the least handicapped and the 
Government was committed to 
helping the most handicapped 
before improving matters for 
those best able to help them- 
selves. 


£5 allowance 


It seems that Labour Party 
thinking tends to relate the 
problems of handicap to those 
of poverty and in January, 
1976, the Mobility. Allowance 
of £5 a week was introduced. 
Whereas Government vehicles 
were allotted to people in 
three fairly precise categories, 
the Mobility Allowance was 
to be made available to all 
handicapped people 
the ages of five and 65, or 60 
in the case of women who are 
unable. to walk, although this 


has not been fully imple- 
mented. 
At the same time it was 


decided to phase out invalid 
tricycles over a period of five 
years and during that time 
attempts would be made to find 
loco- 
motion for. those who would 
be rendered immobile by the 
of their trike. 


upon which the Government 
has remained silent is that no 


| new tricycles will be issued to 


school leavers and others 
injured by accident, who will 
simply receive a ~- Mobility 
Allowance. 


The cold facts of the matter 
are that a disabled person on 
leaving school or on leaving 
hospital immediately after 
disablement will haye n 
means of independent tran- 


° 


sport. 


It is said that it is possible 
to obtain help from the 
Department of Employment 
but this is a rare procedure 
and it is to be doubted whether 
that Department has sufficient 
funds to provide all newly 
handicapped people and con- 
genitally handicapped school 
leavers with trikes, 


‘recipient choice, 


between. . 


“THINK 


again,” 
James Loring, Direetor of 
The Spastics Society. 


says 


Tt is possible for a person 
who at present has a trike to 
opt for the Mobility’ Allow- 
ance and it has been claimed 
that, given the choice, the vast 
majority of claimants did in 
fact. opt for the Mobility 
Allowance, but what was not 
mentioned was that most of 
the claimants were non-drivers. 
Moreover, the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association states 
quite categorically that this is 
not true of claimants who 
could drive. 


Less costly 


The Department of Health 
and Social Security believe that 
cash is less costly and easier to 
distribute than hardware and 
that in many cases cash is 
preferable, since it gives. the 
but the 
Department is so keen to per- 
suade people to accept it that 
it- has  circularised trike 
owners to try to get them to 
exchange them for the Mobility 
Allowance, The Disability 
Alliance claims that in the first 
six months of 1976 when 
claimants had the choice of an 
allowance or the trike, pres- 


sure was put on them to opt | 


for the allowance. 

There is little doubt that the 
handicapped or at least the 
organisations which purport 
to represent them have been 
their own worst enemies in the 
matter. A quite vicious cam- 
paign was launched against the 
trike which, although an un- 
safe vehicle, did provide the 
cautious driver with a means 
of transport despite its short- 
comings. Successive Secre- 
taries of State had made it 
quite plain that the Depart- 
ment -would not issue four- 
wheelers; the reasons given 
were almost entirely financial. 

Thus the campaign against 
the trike has had the effect of 
depriving 2 large number of 
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mistake made 
must be 


handicapped people of their 
only means of mobility, and as 
Barbara’ Castle has said, 
mobility is possibly the 
strongest desire of all among 
disabled people and _ their 
families. Mobility gives inde- 
pendence. 

The Mobility Allowance is 
a-typical example of spreading 
the jam as thinly as possible. 
Obviously many people are 
better off with it. Mr Alfred 
Morris, Minister for the Dis- 
abled, claims that 100,000 
people in Britain will receive 
mobility aid for the first time. 


No doubt a number of these . 


who have not quite been able 
to afford a car may be able to 
do so, 


Another advantage is that 
the allowance is flexible. It 
can be used to hire a car when 
necessary or used to run and 
maintain an existing car. But 
at a cost of £25,020,000, even if 
reduced by the Treasury claw- 
ing back a third or a quarter 
in tax, it is a vast sum of 
money to spend on an allow- 
ance which will completely 
satisfy very few people. 


Not consulted 


The Government has made 
great play on the fact that it 
has consulted the organisa~ 
tions concerned with the handi- 
capped. It has certainly not 
consulted all of them and at no 
time was The Spastics Society 
asked for its opinion except 
when it was sent a circular 
pitched in such general terms 
that it was extremely difficult 
to understand upon what 
exactly an opinion was being 
sought. 

The fact of the matter is 
that there are, within the total 


number of handicapped people. _ 


a substantial number of 
multiply handicapped who are 
badly in need of a vehicle and 
who, dangerous though it 
may be, would accept a trike; 
but who are now being offered 
an annual sum «which, when 
taxed, will hardly buy a 
bicycle. 

I understand that discus- 


sions are now taking place 


with a view to allowing handi- 
capped people to anticipate 
the allowance, but this would 
inevitably involve their being 
plunged into debt, probably for 
a number of years. - 


Mr Alfred Morris has dedi- 


cated himself to the cause of 
the handicapped. He is not 
only a compassionate but a 
very sensible man, one who 
would, IT am, sure, be very 
willing to admit that a mistake 
had been made. One hopes 
that he will recognise that one 
has been made, ‘that he will 


think again, and that his senior — 


Minister, Mr ‘David Ennals, 


himself. much committed to 
the cause of the handicapped, 
will give him full support. 


With best wishes 
and compliments to 
the Spastics Society 

from 
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UNIT 8 
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_ ALVECHURCH ROAD 
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: Walking 
Royal 
miles 


FORMER Thomas Delarue 
_ School student Andrew Berry 
has begun serious training. 
_ He’s working himself to the 
_ peak of fitness for a kingsized 
- Royal Jubilee sponsored walk, 
_ this summer. 
__ Andrew is planning to hike 
between the two Royal house- 
holds of Sandringham and 
Windsor, a distance of 130 
miles. He reckons it will take 
him six days. 
But just to make sure he can 
_ cover the distance he is spend- 
ing his weekends walking, in an 
effort to be able to cover 30 
miles a day comfortably. 
~ If he is successful the walk 
will be quite an achievement 
_ for Andrew, whose handicaps 
affect his walking ability. 
The money he raises will be 
divided between the Thomas 
_ Delarue School swimming pool 
fund, Meldreth and the Old 
Delaruyians Association. 
Four of his friends will be 
_ accompanying him on the walk 


| 
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JOEY and his pals were amazed at the size of the Dutch 
cheque. With them is the television team whose pro- 
gramme drew massive response from Dutch viewers. 


is all about. 


Dutch Royals there 


to see top riders 


THE Dutch Royal family 
had a chance to see spastic 
_ British horse riders in 
action last month. A team 
of five riders, the top 
‘competitors at The Spastics 
Society's gymkhana_ at 
Buckingham Palace, 
fravelled to Holland to 
Zive a display, which was 
televised by Eurovision. 
Tt was all part of anniver- 
_ Sary celebrations at the Johanna 
‘Stichting centre for the dis- 
abled at Arnhem, which was 
attended by members of the 
Royal family. The centre’s rid- 
ing instructor invited a British 
team to the event, 
_ The five young horsemen 
Were: Timothy Richards, 18, of 
Leatherhead, Surrey; Alan 
Bagshaw, 18, of Chelmsford, 


_ Aid from farmers 


EGREMONT Young Farmers’ 
“Club, Cumbria, has raised £50 
“for the Society’s Irton Hall 
School. A cheque was handed 
ver by club chairman John 
Lightfoot to Headmaster Mr 
John Nelson, and afterwards 
-YFC members toured the 
- School, 


Essex: Anthony Griffin, 16, of 


Bolton, Lancashire; Stephen 
Kerry, 16, of Petts Wood, 
Kent; and Peter Chadwick, 16, 
of Manchester. 


Travelling with them were 
Mr Arthur Edwards, the 
Society’s physical education 
advisor, and Mr Peter Felgate, 
who runs Bradbourne Riding 
Centre, near Sevenoaks, Kent, 
where several spastic riders 
train. 
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CARING and co-operating is what the Joey Deacon story 
It was Joey’s bright ideas which sparked 
off the -book, but without the help of friends like Tom 
Blackburn, it could never have got into print. 


Debut soon for 
new programme 


BBC radio is getting switched 
on to the needs of handicapped 
people.. A special programme 
for the disabled on Radio Four 
is definitely on the way. 

But the BBC told Spastics 
News that no definite formula 
for the programme has yet 
been decided. Neither has a 
firm decision been made as to 
who will produce the pro- 
gramme. 


The programme could make 
its debut as early as May: this 
year, but a Jater date is more 
likely. 
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liked,’ said Wim. 


TV show gives Joey — 
-adream bungalow 


The famous four win 
new independence 


DUTCH comedians Kees van Kooten and Wim 
de Bie were certainly not joking when they broke 
the good news to Joey Deacon and his friends 
at St Lawrence’s Hospital, Caterham. They told 
him that a grand total of £51,000 had been raised 
following the showing of a short film about 
Joey on Dutch television. 


The money will help 
Joey and his pals to live 
more independently and 
more pleasantly than they 
are at the moment. It will 
go towards the building of 
12 bungalows within the 
hospital grounds, where 
patients can live away from 
the hospital regime, but 
still under the umbrella of 
hospital care. 


Kees and Wim produce 
a Satirical comedy show on 
the smallest of the 10 
Dutch television networks. 
Their badge, a motif of a 
carpet beater, symbolises 
their aim of knocking the 
dust out of the Nether- 
lands ‘Establishment.’ | 

“We were given a whole 
evening to do whatever we 
“In addition. 
to comedy we included several 
interviews and documentary 
items. 

‘Among these was a 10- 
minute film about Joey 
Deacon. The film “Joey” had 
recently been screened, and we 
thought it would be a good 
idea to make another short film 
about him after his success. 

‘We took the line that 
although Joey is a film star, 
he certainly doesn’t live like 
one.’ 

In fact Joey and the three 
pals who helped write his book 
—his life story—still live in 
a hospital. ward. But the 
Dutch film will help to change 
all that. After its screening 
the money came rolling in for 
the bungalow scheme. 

Before the Dutch cheque 
was handed over at a small 
ceremony at the hospital, con- 
sultant psychiatrist Dr Geoffrey 
Harris said he was staggered 
at the sum. 

He recounted the story of 
Joey’s arrival at the hospital, 
totally unable to communi- 
cate so that he was “under- 
assessed.” And he told of the 
miracle which occurred when 
Ernie Roberts arrived, and 
inexplicably was able to under- 
stand and translate the grunts 
and grimaces with which Joey 
endeavoured to communicate. 

Years later, the two, with 
friends Tom Blackburn and 
Michael Sangster, decided to 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 


Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


. All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 
Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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writs Joey’s life story. Joey 
dictated to Ernie, who trans- 
lated for Michael to write 
down, and Tom to type. 


The book, Tongue Tied, was 
published by the National 
Society for Mentally Handi- 
capped Children, and has been 
an. unprecedented success. It 
has sold well abroad as well 
as at home, and has been trans- 
lated into several languages. 

Tt was made into a prize- 
winning documentary by 
Brian Gibson, who filmed it 
for the BBC2 Horizon series. 

Since then the quartet have 
travelled widely, including a 
trip to Amsterdam. ‘There 
the welcome was overwhelm- 
ing,’ said Dr Harris. People 
waved from their cars as we 
passed by, and stopped to buy 
us drinks.’ 

Since the publication of 
Tongue Tied, Joey has said 
he would like to live more 
independently with his friends. 
‘They are very sensible of their 
limitations,’ said Dr Harris, 
‘But as a quartet they can 
achieve the maximum inde- 
pendence possible.’ 

Speaking excitedly about the 
bungalow project, Dr Harris 
said it was unique. ‘As far as 
I am aware this has never 
been attempted within a health 
service institution,’ he said. 

Welcoming the generosity of 
the Dutch contributors, Mr 
Dennis Sweeney. Chairman of 
the Croydon Area Health 
spoke of 
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improvement in hospitals for 
the mentally handicapped since 
Joey first arrived at St Law- 
rence’s. 

‘Since then there has been a 
30 per cent reduction in the 
number of , beds in_ these 
hospitals,’ he said. ‘And the 
nursing staff has increased by 
25 per cent.’ 

There is just one stumbling 
block preventing work on the 
first two bungalows from 
going ahead. I is a wrangle 
with the local planning 
authority over where they 
should be sited. 

Booknote: Tongue Tied, 
already translated into several 
European languages, is now to 
be produced in Japanese. 

Cash note: Croydon and 
Caterham schoolchildren are 
holding a sponsored walk for 
the Joey bungalow project on 
March 19. 


They need 
more room 
at centre 


PORTSMOUTH. and _ District 
Spastics Society has launched 
an appeal for funds to extend 
its work centre. Already nearly 
£2,400 has been raised, but 
£18,000 is needed to carry out 
the work. 

The workshop was designed 
to accommodate 40 severely 
handicapped spastics. But the 
increase in the number of elec- 
tric wheelchairs and other aids 
which employees now use has 
stepped up the demand for 


space. 
Although the number of 
spastics regularly using the 


centre is only 33, it is already 
showing signs of being over- 
crowded. And there is a wait- 
ing list of people hoping to 
attend. 

When a nearby residential 
hostel is opened next month, 


the | the list will be even longer. 


The new Peugeot 104 ZS Coupe \ 
takes up where the Mini-Cooper - 


left off. It’s the raciest 
car in town. Test 


drive it with us. 


PEUGEOT 


World famous for strength 


JONES BROS. (CIPS) LTD. 


Badminton Road, Chipping Sodbury. 
Avon STD0454 312552. 
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WINDOW 
ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 


Puzzling — but it’s 
a lot of fun! 


MAGIC squares. circle, 
triangle, rectangle. line ex- 


change, square exchange are all 
to be found on the puzzle 
board at the Society’s Craig-y- 
Parc School in Wales. ° 

Some of the puzzles are those 


of England's greatest puzzle-ist 
Henry E. Dudeney, others have 
been developed at~ Craig-y- 
Parc. 

The board has strong visual 
appeal, high recreational value 
and gives opportunity for a 
handicapped pupil, unable to 
draw and write, to demonstrate 
ability to think logically and to 
handle number problems, 

For spastics, unable to write, 
moving numbered pegs into 
position to form combinations 
and patterns to perform experi-’ 
ments is often their only outlet 
for demonstrating ability in 
maths. 

At Craig-y-Pare many of the 
puzzles have been reproduced. 
‘adapted and modified under the 
skilled hands of teacher Jack 

Pettican, who has also created 


some puzzles of his own. They ~ 


were recognised as worthy of 
being demonstrated and exhi- 


i — 


bited at a conference at the 


Royal of Art im 


London. 


College 


The picture shows Mr Petti- 
can’s latest. creation, a puzzle 
board that combines some of 
Dudeney’s work and some of 
his own in a form that attracts 
the abte-bodied as ‘well as the 
handicapped would-be mathe- 
matician. 

The board was made for 
pupil Alan Wall. Alan. alas, 
is unable to move pegs but he 
is able to direct the moves of 
others to the delight of himself 
and his friends. 

Alan uses the Sand in his 
leisure time at Craig-y-Pare 
and, when he leaves, it will go 
with him. 

The range of puzzles, the 
size of the boards and the vari- 
ations im the type of pegs used 


means that many pupils are- 


able to handle them. 

Jack Pettican’s puzzle boards 
are available from The Spastics 
Society, and anyone interested 
should contact either Mr Petti- 
can at Craig-y-Parc School or 
The Spastics Society, 12 Park 
Crescent, London. 


J. 


R. ADAMS 


(Newcastle) Ltd 


TRANSPORT 
CONTRACTORS 


FISHER STREET 
WALKER 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 
Telephone: Wallsend 62-3271/2/3 
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‘should contact 


His rhyme 
wins him 
a record 


KEVIN Brewer, of Pontypridd. 
spends most of his time, due to 
his disability, in bed. As most 
Welsh people will know, the 
famous singer and entertainer, 
Tom Jones, originated from the 
Pontypridd area, and over the 
years Kevin has become Tom’s 
No 1 fan. He has been 
adopted by two of Tom Jones’ 
fan clubs — ‘Across the Pond’ 
and “We Love Tom Jones.’ 

Recently, disc jockey Vince 
Saville was playing a Tom 
Jones record on a BBC pro- 
gramme and due to a fault the 
record was played at the wrong 
speed. By way of apology. 
Vince said that he would pre- 
sent a Tom Jones LP to any- 
one who could answer three 
questions: Under what name 
did Tom Jones first start in 
show business? What is Tom’s 
real name? The name Tom 
uses today? 

Kevin and his mother replied 
to Vince in rhyme: 

Up and dewn the valleys he 
sings a lot, 

Under the name of Tommy 
Scott. 
His mum 
him so, 
Know that he is realty Tom 
Woodward haying a go. 
His name today is now Fom 

Jones, 

And he has made America his 
new home, 

Vince was so intrigued wher 
he received this novel reply 
that he visited Kevin at his 
home to present him with the 
record. In return for all the 
happiness brought to Kevin, 
Mrs Brewer gave Vince a pair 
of cuff links made by the 
Homework Section of The 
Spastics Society. 


Holiday homes in 
Principality 


THE 1977 edition of the Wales 
Tourist Board’s booklet of 
‘Where to Stay in Wales’ is 
now available. This booklet 
contains 256 pages and fists 
over 3,400 holiday addresses 
in the Principality. Wf any- 
one requires further informa- 
tion or wishes to purchase 
copies of this booklet they 
Mr Maldwyn 
Davies of the Wales Tourist 
Board at its distribution 
Centre, 2 Argyle Way, Cardiff. 
The cost of the booklet is 45p. 


and dad, who. love 


THE ROPEWALK, NEATH 56571 


_ For all leading 
makes of kitchens 


FREE KITCHEN 
PLANNING 


Kitchens for the 
Disabled 


J. D. LLOYD, A DIVISION OF P.D. TIMBER 


Precision-made,available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
_ ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and 


light. 


_AT the other end of the age 


~ LLANDOVERY 515 


KEN [S- 
BACK IN — 
BUSINESS 


READERS will remember my | 
report of the illness of Ken 
Thomas, appeals organiser of 
the Swansea and District Spas- 
fics Association. Now _ re- 
covered, Ken has come roaring 
back into the fray with a 
cheque for £357 presented to 
him on behalf of the Indepen- 
dent Order of Foresters. 

The picture shows Ken, left, 
receiving the cheque from Mr 
Norman Lambert, chief ranger, 
at a Foresters’ ceremony. 


Cash from toy sale 


| 
: 
| 
| 
i 
= f 
— and pensioners 
AN outstanding contribution | 


for the second year. running 
came from Mrs Williams of 
Machynlleth in the County of 
Powys, who last year donated 
£35 from a secondhand toy 
sale -and this year she more 
than doubled it to £80. This 


. Work is ail the more worth- 


while in view of the fact that 
Mrs Williams is also a collec- 
tor for the Spastics Pool. 


“responsibilities and added: 


i 
scale “The Good Companions’ } 
Club. which is an old age pen- | 
sionere’ organisation in the | 
County of Gwent, sent the pro- 
ceeds of its annual Christmas i 
party of £20, to the Mon- 
mouthshire Spastics Society. | 
The Pontnewydd Pensioners’ 
Choir sent a donation of £73 
to the same Group, and it is 
significant that none of the 
menrbers of these two organisa- 
tions are under 65. 


Branches also at 
PORTHCAWL 2224 
GLYNNEATH 720343 


ABERAERON 451 
ABERYSTWYTH 2721 
SWANSEA 41152 
NARBERTH 274 
AMMANFORD 311] 
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Snowdon hits out in 


Lords’ debate —_| 


WHEN the House of Lords debated the report 
of the Snowdon Working Party on the integra- 
tion of the disabled, Lord Snowdon took e 
opportunity to launch a salvo of attacks. a 
his targets were the public in general, . 
Government, the Civil Service and ocoresctill 
such as architecture and engineering. 


He singled out ‘public 
and private imertia’ as the 
one problem whose size his 
working party had totally 
underestimated, and added 
that this imertia extended 


from the private individual 
to lecal authorities. 


He castigated those respons- 
ible for the provision of all 
types of public building for 
their lack of imagination in 
providing access whether to a 
school or a supermarket. He 
said that civil servants, and 
Government | itself, also. had 
“We 
should not forget those who 
combined the great qualities of 
charity with an inadequate 
understanding of how it should 
be dispensed.’ 


Lord Snowdon pointed out 
that disabled children were still 
unnecessarily excluded from 
most schools, called the 
Department of Health’s refusal 
to replace the invalid trike with 
a safer vehicle, ‘indefensible’ 


and listed a host of other prob-. 


lems. “There are now over 


BARDEN CASTINGS LTD 
ALUMINIUM FOUNDERS” 


‘Wolverhampton Airport, Pendeford, Wolverhampton 
Telephone: Fordhouses 7660 


G.D.S. cota 
Contractors Ltd : 


SHOWROOM AVAILABLE | 


INTERNAL INTERCOM Bee 3 
SYSTEMS a? 


GENERAL MAINTENANCE Za 


MARCH 19 


Their good 
turn for 


Jubilee 


WHEN a Yorkshire Cub-Scout 
pack held a vote to decide 
which charity should get the 
money ‘they had raised in a 
sponsored silence. the over. 
whelming decision was for the 
local spastics group. 

The Temple Street Metho. } 
dist Cubs of Castleford held the } 
event as part of their Jubilee } 
Year good turn. The highest 
individual collector, Stephen 
Coulbeck, presented the pack 
total of £26 to Rev S. Fell, 
chairman of Castleford Spastic 
Society. 


x. 


three million disabled — 

Britain, and constant attention 
to the working party’s recom- 
mendations would save mone} : 
rather than cost more,’ i 
declared. 


The debate, which was con. 


cluded, was heard by several 
peers in wheelchairs them. 
selves. : = 


ig 


12 hours of dancing 
to raise the roof 


PUPILS at a Middlesbrou 
school danced for t2 hours 
the tune of £400 last month. — 
That was the sum needed to 
top up the’fund for a £1.00 


roof for the courtyard — 
Cleveland Unit for Spa 
Children. ; 


They decked that the 
way of raising the cash w 
hold a sponsored dance d Ti 
their half-term holiday. — 

The children’ were fr 
Boynton School. and the e 
was organised by — 
teacher vMaxgaret Goode. | 


“s 


HIGHEST SUPERVISORY 
CONTROL — 

306 PORTLAND ROAD 
HOVE, SUSSEX _ 4 

Tel: Brighton 415654-418091 
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In 50 many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The Superb range 
of. Angian products, all manufactured from satin finish ane- 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a 
lifetime of trouble-free service. 


Out with those old rust- 
ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re- 
placement Windows. Many de- 
signs to choose from, a choice 


of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units. 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH, Tol: 29337. 
Branches throughout the country, Consult the Yellow Pages. 


AW i te 
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The family with love to spare 


ASLTICS NEWS § 


Chance to 
see Royal 


by Liz Cook 


ALAN and Anita Clark 


shire local authority -suggest- 


They chose their handicapped children 


differ in one import- 
ant respect from the 
vast majority of par- 
ents of handicapped 
children. They chose 
to have theirs. Now 
the Clarks would not 
consider their family 
complete without 
Gillian, a mongol, and 
Steven and Robert, 
both spastics. 

Anita, whose hus- 


band is an architect 
with Wessex Regional 
Hospital Board, ex- 
plained how they came 


to make their decision. 


‘| trained as a nursery 
nurse and I’ve always 
been _ interested in 
handicapped children. 
The reason, | know, is 


bec ‘We found we were given so per, spent at clinics and dentists. into words everything these | tion aids for _ physically 
ause {| was very = much by Gillian that we Robert attends the Florence Oonce a year we go on holi- children give us. Steven can’t ga ase tn peony 
close to a mentally wanted another child, but this Tyeloar School. ‘I don’t like day for three weeks. Gillian even lift up his arms but he oF ae eas 


handicapped girl as a 
schoolgirl. Although | 
grew up and away 
from her, I’ve never 


ing she should take disabled 
children on a short-term basis 
to give their parents a rest. 


‘We had three or four over 
the space of about 18 months, 
but it wasn’t very satisfactory 
—it. was. too unsettling for the 
family as a whole. So I 
thought: ‘I definitely love 
children, let’s do it full-time! 

‘Obviously my husband was 
in full agreement and so 
Gilhan came into our lives and 
this is now her eighth year with 
us.’ 

Gillian, 144, is a mongol 
with a very serious heart defect. 
‘It’s too: serious for surgery and 
it’s got a lot worse. She can 
walk a little but mostly mostly 
she’s in a wheelchair. I can’t 
explain how much she’s given 
us, she’s the one that crawls 
into bed with us in the morn- 
ing, you get so much from her. 
But we are prepared for the 
fact that she won’t always be 
with us—we've come close to 
losing her several times. 


Wanted another 


time one that was severely 
physically handicapped, and 
we heard of Steven. He was 
then five, in a geriatric ward 
and waiting for a place at 


THE Clark family of Alan, son Timothy, Anita holding Steven, with daughter Miriam 
standing behind and Gillian, the first foster child on the right. Robert, the youngest, is 
away at school. 


frame to hold his Amesbury 
chair in the family VW cam- 


him being away from home 
but he is very, very bright. He 
can just about walk with two 
sticks, very heavily, but really 
all three of them are in wheel- 


‘Time to get in and out of a 
chair, time to get dressed, time 


and Steven go into hospital 
then. It’s one they’ve been 
going to for eight years and 
they’re used to it and are loved 
there. 


he’s able to cope with travel- 
ling. You know I can't put 


radiates so much love. They 


are all so loving. 
‘But—I remember 20 years 
ago when I was nursing at a 


| 
| 
| 


HANDICAPPED people will 
be able to have a grandstand 
view of ships assembled in the 
; Solent for the Queen’s Jubilee 
Review of the Fleet in June. 
Gosport, Fareham and District 
Spastics Society has chartered 
a 180-seater boat specially for 
handicapped people and their 
families which will cruise along 
the Solent from 10 am to i2 
noon on Sunday, June 26. 
There will be some spare 
seats in the boat and these are 


being offered to any spastics ~ 


group which may be interested; 
at a price of £1.50 for an adult 
or 80p for a child. There will 
be plenty of helpers and facili- 
ties should be suitable for 
wheelchair users. 

Contact Mr D. Cook, social 
secretary, Gosport, Fareham 
and District Spastics Society, 
46 Wicor Mill Lane, Port- 
chester, near Fareham, Hants 
PO16 YEG. Tel Cosham 74451. 


Active day 
in London 


| WANT to find out more about 


toys, equipment and communi- 


Active, are holding a seminar 


| on Friday, March 18, between 


10.30 am and 5.30 pm, at the 
Royal College of Art. 
There will be short talks by 


forgotten her. Li ree ee Be ee eee Eo genes oe 
‘P’ve always loved child- ae. Bee ee oe by Anita is very positive that bereft but I also realise just child. “Don’t worry,” she was | exhibitions. 
d Pd °d lik acy Age ht. “Oh ae rand the three youngest ones are how much I keep on the go. told. “Don’t worry.” Now I The seminar fee is £4, which 
ren and we felt we like a o tif a Pee as at very much part of the.family Robert always holidays with realise just how much counsel- | includes lunch and a year’s 
a large family, but that bets rey anc’ Weve but would she have coped so us because he is so.alert and ling she missed out on..; .’ | subscription to Active. 


wasnt to be. After the 
birth of our first two child- 
ren Miriam and Timothy I 
had no desire to go out to 
work because I wanted to 
be home for them when 
they came home from 
school and holiday times. 
Fostering handicapped 
children was something I 
-felt I could do.’ 


Student nurse 


never looked back—that was 
seven years ago.” 

It was through Steven that 
the Clarks learnt of Robert, 
who was living in a children’s 


home after the three foster . 


homes he'd been in already 
had broken down. Robert was 
in the same school bus that 
came to collect Steven and so 
he, too, joined the family in 
their Winchester, Hampshire, 
home, 

Steven is a spastic quadra- 
plaegic suffering from severe 


well if they had been born to 
her? ‘I don’t know—what can 
I say?—but I hope so. Having 
them. has enriched our lives so 
much I just wish other people 
did the same. 

‘Also, I don’t know if they 
had been bom to us if J 
should be so proud of them! 
They’ve developed so much in 
so many different ways. When 
Steven came to us he had noth- 
ing—not even a nightie—he 
was like a baby in a- shawl. 
He’d been so starved of affec- 


-Awheelchair as personal as 
the individual disability 


Meyra have had over 40 years 
experience in designing a range of 
chairs whose enormous scope of 


styles and accessories tailor them 


virtually to the individual’s 


sports models, special children's 
models and even one that will let 
you Safely negotiate stairs. 


Meyra helps you do a little 


Miriam is 17 and in Septem- = spasms and attends the local tion he couldn’t even cry. | requirements and incorporate the more, a little more easil 
ber starts at London’s famous = Spastics Society's Mordaunt We'd had him six weeks and greatest understanding yet of the This standard of designand =~ 
Oharing Cross Hospital as a School. Apart from saying 1 was drawing away from the disabled person’s needs. Our colour 


student nurse, and Timothy is 
15, and hasn’t yet made up his 
mind what to do, At first 
Anita applied to the Hamp- 


of March.’ Anita _ gets the Unit4,Copheap Lane 2 Ae. 
Mobility Allowance for Steven Warminster. Wilts. BA]2 OBI eS 
and is hoping that she will ; } toh Please send my full colour brochure on the Meyra t aa 
eventually get an Attendance | ¥ ot # “Rehab rs inge of electronic and manually operated wheelcharrs E Me. 
Allowance for at least one of | re E ast 
the children. ag Name . E 
The start of each week | address sex a S eae Sy sets Si a if 
is marked. by careful study of | T re. 
F : the diary—in all Anita is 1 —————— ites Se ae be 
A FRUITLESS search to find a device to hold Steven’s «under four different doctors | Tee aos AE eat ie ; =} 
Amesbury chair secure in the family VW camper led Alan for the children and she adds, | =a mo = we on mE mE ee = ms vm en a nas mas OS 
Clark to design his own. A simple wooden frame bolted = ‘with a handicapped child | Pad es enon - 
to an existing seat makes Steven safe and comfortable. — everything takes so much time. \ fe cig ‘ 


‘Daddy’ and ‘Ma’ he has no 
speech. Because his disabili- 


ties are so great, Alan Clark 
special 


has had to make a 


house in the car when he cried 
for the first time and my hus- 
band rushed to him, we didn’t 
think he could cry. 

Now I see him dressed in 
his school uniform going off 
to school, each morning, I 
can’t describe how I feel. I 
forget his handicaps, I forget 
even that he’s 1l—he only 
weighs 23lb—he’s put on two 
pounds in the last seven or 
eight years. But although he’s 
frail in that sense he’s very 
well. Gillian is the only one 
who needs any medicine.’ 


Deep faith 


has a deep 
‘I feel that this 
[ can do as a 


Anita also 
religious faith. 
is something 
Christian. 

‘When you foster a. handi- 
capped child you have to. have 
a lot of physical strength and 
an ability to improvise. Also 
a handicapped child is expen- 
sive to keep—our heating goes 
on in September and it doesn’t 
go off night or day till the end 


brochure will show you exactly 
what we mean. There are electric 
folding chairs with varying types of 
controls that can safely negotiate 
inclines and rough terrain. Manually 
operated ones, lightweight models, 


ease of operation has literally never 
been available in this country 

before. We sincerely believe that 

with a Meyra chair you will be able 

to reappraise your capabilitiesand ? 
enjoy a degree of freedom, comfort 
and independence you never 


thought would be possible. You 
owe it to yourself to send for your 
brochure today. 


We enjoy assisting 


oe" ToMeyra-Rehab.(U-K.) Ltd, 


Fy 
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Judge frees ‘tragic 
case grandmother 


AN Old Bailey judge has 
allowed a 56-year-old Lon- 
don woman to go free after 
the mercy killing of her 
spastic grandson. 

Mrs Louise Edwards, of 
Forest Hill, South London, 
was completely devoted to 
her eight-year-old grand- 
son, Oliver Clarke, who 
was subnormal and could 
not speak, use his hands or 


sit up without support. 

His material needs were 
catered for at Guys Hospital, 
but each morning Mrs Edwards 
would take him home so that 
he could spend the day with 
her. And she was prepared to 
take his life rather than see 
him moved to another hospital 
further away. 

The boy died after Mrs 

- Edwards had aac SAR him an 


overdose of sleeping tablets in 
his food. This took place on 
a day when a meeting was to 
have been held which, 
believed, would have resulted 


she 


in Oliver’s transfer to a more 
distant hospital. 

Mr Justice Neil Lawson told 
her at the Old Bailey: ‘This is 
really a case which can only be 
described as a mercy killing 
. « » I: think you have done 
more than a normal | person 
could be expected to do in the 
circumstances.’ 

Mrs Edwards denied murder- 
ing the child but admitted 
manslaughter, Her plea was 
accepted by the prosecution. 
Mr Justice Lawson placed’ her 
on three years’ probation on 
condition that she underwent 
medical treatment. 

He said: ‘This is, 1 think, the 
most tragic case that it has 
ever been my lot to deal with.’ 


Progress of 


the Peto 
children 


THE second tape-slide pro- 
recorded by the 
eminent physiotherapist, Ester 


Cotton, is now available from 
the audiovisual library of the 
Medical Recording Service 
Foundation. 
As part of a two-year study 
on conductive education, this 
sequence shows the progression 
of five children aged between 
4 and 6 years, at the Peto Unit 
in Sussex some six months after 
admission as a group and in- 
dividually; learning continence. 
sitting, drinking, feeding and 
co-ordination of movement. 
The tape (catalogue number 
76-94) runs for 22 minutes and 
is accompanied by 53 slides, 
Of particular interest to physio- 
therapists, occupation thera- 
pists and child care workers, 
the tape is available on loan or 
sale from the Medical Record- 
ing Service Foundation. PO 
Box 99, Chelmsford CM1 SHL. 


gramme 


Fasing the strain of hath time 


HOTEL 


EGON RONAY RECO!AMENDED 


Charming Country House Hotel with highest 
standard of cuisine and residential licence, 


Situated in 2 acres of lawns and gardens with 
private stretch of River Rothay. 


Room call and radio in every room and full central 
heating throughout the hotel. 


An experience you will always cherish once you 
have stayed here and enjoyed the informal 
and happy atmosphere. ~ 


Brochure and Tariff-on request. 


MR & MRS T. TOWLER 


Resident Proprietors : 
Telephone : GRASMERE 334 


Removals e 


Light Haulage, Etc 


Long distance removals to and from 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 


Tel: 021-706 9302 


ROTHAY BANK 


MORTON BOND 
& CO 


GRASMERE 
LAKE DISTRICT 
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GERIATRIC CLOTHING 


@ Skirts, dresses, shirts,’ washable trousers, knickers, bed- 
wear, dressing gowns and bedjackets in modern easy-care 
fabrics. Washable Marathon Dri sheets supplied with a full 


range of bedding and general 


textiles. 


@ All types of uniforms for nursing and domestic staff. 


@ Geriatric catalogue on request. 


_ J. H. BOUNDS LTD 


Stethos House, 68 Sackville Street, Manchester M1] 3W). 
: Telephone 061-236 7331/4 
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_A NEW invention by a Staf- 
fordshire man could make life 
easier for those who have to 
bathe old people or handi- 
capped children. 

It is an inflatable lifting aid, 
capable of supporting an 11- 
stone person yet compact 
enough to pack away into a 
small space when not in use. 
The designer, Mike Moore, 
has designed inflatable play 
equipment for handicapped 
children which is being used 
in hospitals throughout the 
country. The new bath aid has 
been developed from _ this 


equipment and is designed to © 


prevent back strain in those 
caring for the handicapped. 

The aid is floated like a raft 
on eight to 10 inchese of water, 
then inflated with an automatic 
pump until it fits snugly into 
the contours of the bath. When 
it is leyel with the top of the 
bath the bather is eased into 
place and the aid deflated until 
he is-in the water. After bath- 
ing, the gadget is re-inflated to 
bring the user to the top of the 
bath again, from where he can 
be transferred to bed or wheel- 
chair. : 

For further information, 
please contact. Mike Moore, 
MMI Designs, 5 The Square, 
Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 8HN. 

Picture shows the lifting aid 
in use. 


flavour 


New group hopes to sor 
out transport problems | 


| THE Spastics Society 


has set up a working 
party to look into the 


chaotic transport 
arrangements for dis- 
abled people in 
Greater Manchester. 
North West SRO Nigel 
Smith said the findings of 
the group. will also help 


other major metropolitan ~ 


areas to sort out their 
transport problems as well. 

He said that problems 
‘had arisen because tran- 
sport services for disabled 
peeps had grown up ina 


haphazard, piecemeal way. 
and did not conform to an 
overall plan. 

A large number of organisa- 
tions, both public and vyolun- 
tary, - were providing ~ the 
services. 

This. meant that in - some 
areas transport. services were 
duplicated. with buses only half 
full. While other areas were 
totally deprived. 

More problems arose be- 
cause the services were run not 
by transport operators but by 
social services, education and 
voluntary organisations. in 
fact, Greater Manchester 
Transport played no part in the 
arrangements. 

A full time research team has 


Budget buys for March 


SOME 50 years or so ago when 
small butcher’s shops did not 
have refrigeration, the retailers 


would give offal away to 
shoppers buying weekend 
joints. Well, that bonus has 


disappeared for ever, but offal, 
although no longer free, can 
still be well worth getting. 

Ox liver is still cheap. It 
needs long, slow cooking; but 
has little waste to it, plenty of 
and, when _ casseroled 
with seasonal root . vegetables, 
makes a delicious meal that 
can be left cooking in the oven 
for several hours without com- 
ing to harm. Pig’s liver is also 
worth getting. This has a strong 
flavour which can be softened 
by soaking the liver in milk 
for a time before cooking it. 
Use it to make a liver and 
onion casserole . . . delicious. 


Pig’s trotters, calf’s feet, pig’s 
or calf’s head may not sound 
inviting, but the brawns and 
broth that can be made with 
heads and the dishés that can 
be prepared from the feet are 
truly appetising. Braised oxtail 
is gourmet fare. Tripe is 
nourishing and easily digested. 
dont be put off by the name 
or the appearance. Sweet- 
breads, too, merit attention. 

Mind you, for those who 
still prefer a proper roast on 
Sundays it pays to think of 
offal as strictly weekday fare, 
but it does mean that a smaller 
joint could be bought. And if 
it is beef and there is only a 
little left over, here is a way 
to turn that little into a tasty 
spread. 


P. D. CONSTABLE 
LTD 
163 Gt. Portland Street 
London W1A 1AH 


Wholesale distributors of 


‘LIGHTNING’ 
and 


“YKK’ 


zip fasteners 


SCRE EI IE ST ET CLAS TRIE eT o ea re| 
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Connoisseurs in Adaptations for 
Car Conversions 


DONALD MILLER 


& SONS 


Spring Street, Brighouse, Yorkshire 
Telephone: 2222/3 


CONTRACTORS TO M.O.H., 
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ZIPPY BEEF SPREAD 


+ .Ib cooked British beef, 
minced twice 

1 tablespoon creamed horse- 
radish 

Small onion, minced 

3-4 oz butter, softened 

Salt and pepper 

Melted butter. 

‘ Beat. together butter and 

creamed horseradish, work in 

the minced beef and onion, 

season well. Pack into’ small 

pots. Pour cooled melted but- 

ter over and keep in -the 

refrigerator until required. Use 

as a sandwich filling or served 

with hot toast fingers as a 

starter to a meal. 


~ 


KXAN 


Head Office : 


Factory : 


ZO ANSE 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 

* Department of Education Members welcomed 
30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts | 
Te |: Hemel Hempstead 65322 5x, Marl3, . 


| ject were put up by the Man. 


JSS OOOO MONAT ANA ss 


* All types of Fabrications S- 
* Sheet Metal Work 

% Cabinet Manufacturers i 
%* Machine Guards and Ducting 


HOLLY MILLS 
SHEET METAL CO | 


THE POPLARS, WOLLATON ROAD 
BEESTON, NOTTINGHAM 
Telephone 252412 (4 lines) % 


POUNTNEY WORKS, THE POPLARS 
WOLLATON ROAD, BEESTON * 
NOTTINGHAM. Telephone 252412 


AMEN Rad q 


_ TYME MUSIC LTD 


Specialists in 


Guitar and Amplification. 
for Professionals and 
Beginners 
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been set up to examine the 
transport services in depth, 
They'll look at ambulance ang 
minibus services used by the 
more, severely disabled. And 
they 1 delve into problems 
faced by disabled people using 
public transport. 

The research team is amph 
qualified for its job. One 
member, Mr Jeffrey Cousins, 
is himself a spastic, and for 
merly went to the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School. 
has a degree in_ transport 
management and planning. | 

Mr - Philip Hartley. has_ 
degree in social administration, 
And Mr Graham Lightfoot has 
a degree in transport manage 
ment and planning. ; 

Funds for the research pro 


power Services Commission 
under its job creation project, 
And the City of Manchester 
Education Department pro. 
vided an office for the group's 
headquarters. 

The findings of the research 
workers will be submitted to 
the working party, which will 
compile a report on ways of 
improving the services. — 

The working party is chaired 
by county councillor Mrs Joan 
Harris, with Nigel Smith as 
secretary. Among the eight 
other members is the mother o 
a severely handicapped spastic 
girl, and a student who suffers 
from cerebral palsy, who uses. 
public transport. 

The working party has been 
set up under the auspices of 
Manchester Joint Advisory 
Council -for Cerebral Palsy. " 
which is sponsored bie he 
Spastics Society. 1s 


His key position 


THE National Council of 
Voluntary Child Care Organ. 


isations has appointed 
Kenneth Brill as clerk: to the 
council. He takes up_ his 


appointment — a key positi n 
—on July 1. Mr Brill is reti 
ing as director of social 
vices for Barnet, a post he has 
held since 1974, a 


SN Ma ar29 


* 


News about : 


e. 
Spastics Pool 
ISCOUNT photographic 


ice has been introduced 
gh the pages of Top Ten’s 
journal, Westmorland 
e, offering 30 per cent off 
processing and printing of 
films. 
the service has the back- 
of one of the largest and 
_ experienced photo- 
ers in the country and 
emphasis is very much on 
juality and convenience,’ said 
Martin Handford, Top Ten’s 
| marketing administrator. “We 
hope that the readers of 
Westmorland House will take 
| advantage of this latest offer, 
because if it proves successful 
hope to extend the service 
en of the Spas- 


owever, if readers of 
fics News are interested 


they should write to: 
in Handford, Marketing 
istrator, Top Ten Pro- 
Ltd, Westmorland 
104 Stokes Croft, 
. BS99 7QX. 


‘ 


r 


[ER people’s problems 
e produced a kingsized 
Hache for — Elizabeth 
ell—in the form of a 
telephone bill for £120. 
Now Haringey Council 
are discussing whether or 
not to make a grant.to Miss 
Sorrell, of Hamilton Close, 
‘Tottenham, to help cover 
| the costs of the advisory 
‘Service she provides for 
handicapped people, and 
anyone else who has prob- 
lems. 
_ The service began in a very 
) unofficial sort of way, with 
| people being referred to Miss 
Sorrell simply because she 
‘Knows so much about the prob- 
lems which arise through phy- 
‘Sical handicaps. 
|. She is herself a spastic, and a 
member of North London 
Spastics Association. But she 
ined a much deeper insight 
) into these problems while re- 
Searching a book. 
~ “The number of callers kept 
‘towing until now T get about 
30 a week,’ she said. ‘You 
nt just turn people away. 
‘But at the moment IT am having 
to finance everything mysclf, 
and £120 for a phone bill takes 
some finding. 
_ “As you know, I earn money 
by reading tarot cards, but the 
dyice work has increased to 
uch an extent that I no longer 
Mave so much time for ‘this. 
So in addition to increasing 
‘ / €xpenses, it’s also cut my 
Income.’ 
,.Liz Sorrell looks after all 
“nds of problems. ‘You name 
it, Tl deal with it? she says. 


East Coast holiday 
ISTER Holiday Centre, 
it Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, 
18 offering a special group holi- 
y week for disabled guests 
m May 21 1977. The holi- 
is available to parties at a 
uced price of £26.50 per 
ty plus VAT. 
The price includes all supple- 
and the organisers 
ntee that there will be 
_ Surcharge. Fer further 
i contact John Harounoff, 
dbroke Holidays Limited, 
hancel House, Neasden, Lon- 
ion NWi0 2XE.. . 


olving other people's | 
problems brings her a 


‘Phone bill headache 


re ee: 


COMEDIAN Roy Hudd cannot believe t 


Lots of letters... . lots of mone 


a 


ue 


ON hat half a 
million supporters of the Spastics Pool submitted entries 
to the Qantas competition featured on the weekly bulletin. 
Roy, star of the Black and White Minstrel Show at the 
Bristol Hippodrome, was accompanied by two of the 
principal dancers, when he visited Westmorland House 
to judge the Qantas competition. Our picture shows Roy 
and the two girls with just some of those half a million 
entry forms in the Dividends Department. 


| 


ACTOR Frankie Howerd took time off from his show 
at the Theatre Royal, Bath, on February 17, to hand over 
a first dividend cheque for £10,000 to Mr Edward William 
Brice, of Southlands Weston, Bath. Mr Brice brought 


his family backstage to meet Frankie Howerd for an 
informal presentation. 


Sa TL RE 


WHEN the better weather 
comes this summer, the 
spastics in the Dixon Ward 
of Eastry Hospital, near 


t might be advising a handi 
capped person on how to claim 
benefits. Or it might be talking 
someone out of committing 
suicide, 

In addition to handicapped 
people, she deals with the 
elderly, the sick, the confused. 

‘For the council to set up a 
similar service would cost them 
about £12,500 a year,’ she said. 
‘Even then it would not be such 
a personal service as I can pro- 
vide. 

‘All T want is £500 a year to 


- cover the phone bills.’ 


At first Haringey Council 
said they would be unable to 
make a grant, Miss Sorrel told 
Spastics News. Since then there 
seems to have been a change of 
heart. 


A spokesman for the council 


said the possibility of a grant 
was now under “active con- 
sideration’ and that a decision 
should be made soon. 


BRITISH HERITAGE GUILD 
READERS CHOICE 
MYSTERY GUILD :: ANCIENT HISTORY BOOK CLUB 


Sandwich, Kent, will be 


‘able to laze in the sun. 


For the Canterbury and 
Kent Coast Group of The 
Spastics Society are buy- 
ing them a large swing seat 
for the garden. 

It is all part of the 
group’s policy of giving a 
helping hand where it is 
most needed. As the group 
chairman, Harry Cock- 
sedge, explained: “We have 
pursued our policy of 
adopting local projects that 
are helping spastics, to give 


more point and direction to 


our work, as the group has 
no specific projects for 
spastics. At the top of the 
list is Eastry Hospital, 
where we have adopted 
Dixon Ward. 

‘Places like Eastry Hospital 
are doing a wonderful job in 
caring for what I often feel 
are the forgotten ones. So we 
decided to direct some of the 
money raised Jocally for spas- 
tics to make life more homely 
for those in this ward,’ 

Dixon Ward is the home of 
15 severely handicapped 
patients and Dorothy Davies is 
the sister in charge. She said: 


“The group has been extremely 


the run of 
the house 


if for any reason you have problems 
getting wp and down stairs, the Doole) 
Stairlift can start a new way of living, 


it can be used by anyone with ease, 


or the stairs can be used in the normal 


way. 


With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric mechanism you'd 
hardly know it was there. 


The spacious platform accommodates 
a wheelchair or a tip-up seat. 


Installation is quick and convenient. T 
first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 


aftetithasnihs 
i 


he oe 


13 years ago —~ our experience ensures ar 


a superior product, 


‘For details telephone 

(0262) 77447, or write to 
Doole 
Yorkshire 


Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial Estate, Bridlington, 
s 


N Marl8 


good to us — really done us 
proud. {tt adopted us last year 
and as well as visiting us the 
group has given us a washing 
machine, a room divider, seats 
and money at Christmas. It 
is only a small group, but 
despite that and the fact that 
money is so tight these days, 


the members really try to 
spread help around. 
‘The patients love seeing 


people, but Eastry is a tiny 
village, quite hard to get to, 
and it becomes more difficult 
for some of the parents as they 
become older. Our youngest 
patient is Martin Davies, and 
his parents are really wonder- 
ful — they come each Sunday 


SPASTICS NEWS tf 


| Law change 


coming on 
mini-buses 


THE new Bill to relax legal 
controls on the use of: mini- 
buses by voluntary bodies and 
schools has been welcomed on 
both sides of the House of 
Commons. 


It is a Private Member’s Bill 
introduced by Mr David Hunt, 
Conservative MP for Wirral. 
Previously all organisations 
operating minibus services 
were obliged to obtain public 
service vehicle licences, involv- 
ing considerable costs. 

In practice so many organ- 
isations turned a blind eye to 
such unworkable legislation 


| that a change in the law was 


inevitable. When the Bill be- 
comes law, voluntary organisa- 
tions will be able to apply for 
licence exemptions. 


A PAIR held by Worthing, 
Littlehampton and _ District 
Spastics Society made a profit 
of £2,000 after the deduction 
of expenses. 


Group adopts ‘forgotten’ hospital folk — 


(and it's an idea others could copy) 


to either visit or take him out 
for a drive, and we’re having a 
big party this year, when he’s 
18. 


‘Others have had no contact 
with their families for years. 
The. group remembers each 
resident’s birthday and sends 
them a card. 

The group also helps spas- 
tics at another local home, has 
donated toys and equipment to 
the Mary Sheridan assessment 
centre for handicapped child- 
ren in Canterbury, and £50 to 
the playgroup for handicapped 
children started by the Con- 
tact organisation in Canter- 
bury, and which operates dur- 
ing school holidays. 


More people watch Radio Rentals 
Colour than any other, 


Book Club Associates 


Wish Success to The Spastics Society for.Their Very Essential Work 
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HOME AND GARDEN GUILD 
BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB 
WORLD BOOKS 
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MILITARY GUILD 


ARTS GUILD 


HISTORY GUILD 
MASTER STORYTELLERS 
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COLIN Freeman, box collector for East London and part 
of Essex, removes the cash from Sarah’s piggy bank. 
Sarah, modelled on a young pupil of the Society’s Craig- 
y-Pare School, is the latest in a long line of ‘Spastic girl’ 
collecting boxes, whose styles have changed oyer the years 
te keep pace with fashion, 


Generous hearts 


in East 


COLIN Freeman is respon- 
sible for over 1,500 collect- 
ing boxes in East London 
and parts of Essex, and 
part of his work involves 
finding suitable new sites 
~. and persuading  shop- 
Keepers or landlords to 
provide space for a box. 
He says that people are 


generally very willing to 
help the Society in this way 
—the occasional howls of 
protest come when he 
wants to remove a _ box 
which is not doing very 
well. 

He collects between £200 and 
£250 a week on his round—an 
annual average of £10,000. The 
dolls usually contain about £40 
when emptied every three or 
four weeks depending on the 
popularity of the site. He 
occasionally finds paper money 
in the boxes and some silver, 
but the bulk of the contents are 
made up of 2p pieces. These 
are mainly contributed by 
children who love these life: 
size “dollies.. A toddler will 
often stop to greet his colour- 
ful fibre-glass ‘friend’ every 
time he passes and beg a coin 
from Mum to go in the money 
box. 

Colin finds that there is 
always an-increase in the doll 
collection in fine weather. 


Weatherwise 


‘People will take their child- 
ren out for a walk and amble 
along window-shopping with 
plenty of time to get out their 
purses,” he said. ‘But when it’s 
pouring with rain, mothers 
tend to hustle their children 
past the dolls in a hurry to 
finish their shopping.’ 

Colin finds that the dolls in 
the East End fill up more 
rapidly than those in more 
wealthy areas on his round, but 

«he does not think this is 


London 


because East Enders are more 


generous, merely that there is 
a higher density of population; 
people have larger families 
and tend to take children shop- 
ping more often than middle- 
class Mums. 


Theft and vandalism are not 
a very great problem on this 
round, but where they do 
occur it tends to be in the areas 
of the largest collections, so 
one has to take a calculated 
risk. The small boxes can be 
fixed to a counter by means of 
suction pads and Colin always 
tries to place the dolls in the 
middle of a parade of shops so 
that a thief would be seen by 
plenty of people: On. the 
other hand,.a doll near a street 
corner can soon be whisked 
out of sight. 

Although he makes a rule 
of banking the money as he 
goes along, at the end of the 
day he sometimes has quite 
large sums of money. in his car. 
‘But the sheer weight of the 
coins would be enough to deter 


any would-be- muggers.” he 
laughed. 

Other hazards of the job 
include boxes placed. in 


butchers’ shops, which children 
fill up with ‘sawdust, poorly- 
designed. dolls which let in 
rain, watér. and worse, and 
people who absent-mindedly 
drop their’ keys into boxes. 
Once a child emptied the 
entire contents of its mother’s 
purse into a box while her back 
was turned, On another occa- 
sion, a dog tethered to a doll 
while its owner went into a 
shop suddenly took fright and 
raced off down the street, drag- 
ging the doll behind it. 

‘Tm sometimes out from 
eight in the morning until 
seven at night, depending on 
shop opening hours,’ said 
Colin, ‘And then there’s paper- 
work to catch up with after I 
get home. But I’ve done this 
job for five or six years now 
and I don’t think I’d want to be 
stuck in an office all day.’ 


They work in 
all weathers 


THEY sometimes see 
themselves as the 
Cinderellas of the 
fund - raising team. 
They rarely get much 
publicity, as their work 
is not usually the stuff 
of which big headlines 
are made. But in all 
weathers and all sea- 
sons, they tour the 
country picking up the 
proceeds of other 
people’s generosity. 
And their work is 
vitally essential to The 
Spastics Society. 

So today, Spastics News 
throws the spotlight on— 
the Boxes and _ Dolls’ 
Collectors. 

We would like to be able 
to show you them all, but 
there are rather a lot of 
them in the four terri- 
tories of the Boxes and 
Dolls scheme—20 in the 
Northern .area, 18 in the 
Midlands and the East, 25 
in the Southern area, in- 
cluding London, and 16 in 
the *Vest area. Between 
them they bought in a stag- 
gering £216,000 to help 
spastics in the last financial 
year, and they are now 
working towards a target of 
£4 million. 

The unsung heroes clock up 
thousands of miles a year 
emptying the varied recep- 
tacles the Society employs to 
tempt money out of the public’s 
pockets. Best known, of 
course, is the 3ft high figure 
of a small girl which stands 
outside shops in High Streets 
throughout the country. Her 


style has varied over the years 
to keep pace with changing 


fashions, but she has never 
lost her initial. popularity, 


especially with children. The 
dolls are heavily outnumbered 
by collecting boxes on shop 
and pub’ counters, usually 
incorporating simple games, 
and here, too, the design is 
changed frequently because 
novelty value boosts takings. 

As we said, we would have 
liked to have shown you all 
the collectors, but as that is 
impossible we haye chosen just 
two, with widely different 
‘rounds,’ one in the town, one 
in the country. 


No blues att 


A SOUTH London laundrette 


by TV stars Yootha Joyce and Brian 


door popular pianist Bobby 
selling products made by sp 
shop are both 


own and country collect 


IN the heart of rural Suffolk, Valerie de Max empties the box at Quant’s shoe sho > 
in Bury St Edmunds, helped by manager Mr J. Petch, The play box is very popular 
with customers, and Mr Petch says: ‘The person who inyeited it was a genius? 


Her territory ts 


East Angl 


THROUGH — Lavenham, 
Long Melford, Saxmund- 
ham, Aldborough, Col- 
chester, Clacton, the Con- 
stable country, and Bury 
St Edmunds . . . Valerie 
de Max covers a territory 
that reads like a_ tourist 
guide book as she empties 
the _ Society’s collecting 
boxes and dolls. She finds 
foreign coins in the boxes 
at the East Coast ports: 


his laundry 


was ope 

Murphy while next 
Crush opened a gift shop 
tics. The laundrette and 


run by spastics 


part of the Stars Organisation for Spastics 


Good Neighbours’ House project in Camberwell. 


ned 


she knows that kindly old 
folk in some villages drop 
a weekly 10p in the box 
when they collect their pen- 
sions, and she empties a 


box at a pub where the 
landlady is “in touch” with 


the notorious William Cor- - 


der of ‘Murder in the Red 
Barn’ fame. 

‘The Jandlady heard that 1 
lived at Boxford on the 
Essex-Suffolk border and quite 
near the place where Corder 
murdered Maria Marten,’ says 


Valerie. ‘She said that she 
Was in touch with William 
Corder (he was. hanged at 


Bury St Edmunds in one of 
the last public executions in 
England), and she was going 
to prove beyond all doubt 
that he was quite innocent. 


Plentiful pubs 


. “Yes, you certainly meet 
interesting people,’ she said, 

Valerie has many _ interest- 
ing sites for her boxes and 
dolls in the area. Shops, 
village stores, pubs a plenty, 
of course, but also yacht and 
golf clubs, garages—and a 
dentist’s. reception room. 

One of the aspects of the 
job that Valerie most enjoys 
is that in this rural area of 
small towns, sleepy villages, 
truly ‘local pubs and friendly 
little shops, she can really get 
to know the people who keep 
the boxes on their counters, 
and the dolls in their doorways. 
In the more sparsely populated 
parts of her territory where 
obviously the inhabitants, how- 
ever willing to help—may not 
fill the box quickly, she may 


not call more than twice a 
year, 
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Like’ all collectors, si 
doesn’t like a box to get t 
full, because then there is 
risk of it either being temptin: 
for the thief—or falling on a 
child in a shop. Theft and 
vandalism though, isn’t much 
of a problem. » 

The boxes. that. incorpora 
a game are tops in popularit 
she finds, both with the publi 
and the shopkeeper. a 

Peak time of the year for 
Valerie's leather money bag 
to fill up fastest is in August 
and September when the 
holidaymakers are at the 
tourist spots in the area and~ 
the children are home from | 
school. Christmas isn’t a 
good time because so many 
Sites put out a staff collecting 
box in competition! | Pubs’ 
have a steady success, Be 


Though some people do 
obviously pop the coins into 
the box with a genuine desi 
to help spastics, Valerie thi 
that for most people the dolls 
and boxes are simply a useful 
receptacle for small change—_ 
or the donation is»merely t 
result of a small ‘child succe 
fully nagging its mother, 

“‘That’s sad, isn’t it?’ she 
said. “It’s easy to forget wha' 
the money is needed for, but 
always at the back of my min« 
{have the thought that my jo 
is. part of a very worthwh: 
purpose. You take money 
out of boxes year after yee 
and then you go to a centre for 
spastics and you think, ‘This 
is how the money is used,’ 
and you feel just a litt ‘ 
proud that you are. doin 
something to help the cause.’ a 
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